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SPECIAL FOCLUSD

Thompson Pump
participates in Everglades
Restoration Project

The Florida Everglades, the t rermaining subtropical wilderness in the USA, is home to
an inr t F;Il.;r'l'l!'llr'll'_] solution intended to improve the flow of water throughout the
endangered acosys A public-private effort between the government and leading
contractors and equipment suppliers, including Thompson Pump, is underway to
redistribute the flow of water in a way that better balances human needs with the natural
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the first stage to rim ditch®,
explains  Pat  Kennedy of
Thompson®s West Palm Beach
office. “A ditch was dug around
the excavated area in order to
lovrer the water table so we
could prepare the area for the
pumip station.”

The pump station will sit on a
concrete slab foundation that is
approximately the size of a foot-
ball field. Because the pump
station will sit & metres (20 feet)
below groundwater level, a con-
timuous dE'.".latE"ll:l.‘; process s
required to keep the water
table down. “Three of Thomp-
son's HPU hydraulic submersible
pumps have been set up 20 feet
below the water table. The
pumps are working 24 hours a
day”, says Kennedy. Modern
Continental South also pur-
chased two B° Thompson rotary
wellpoint pumps, which they
have connected to a horizontal
sock system to dewater the struc-
ture excavation. Thompson's hy-
draulic submersible pumps can
process up o 1 480 000 litres
{390 000 US gallons) of water per
hour, while the rotary wellpoint
pumps move up to BE0 000 litres
of water per hour

The dependability of the Thomp-
son brand s what led Modern
Continental Souwth o purchase
Thampson pumps for this pro-
ject. "We selected Thompson
Pump to supply our eguipmernt
because they have the capacity
and reliability to handle such a
huge application”, says lohn
' Brien, eguipment manager for
Madern Continental South. "The
volume ef water we are dealing
with is tremendaous, The fact that
Thompsen's pumps could re-
prime themselves was a definite
advantage in this situation,"""We
are very proud of Thempson
Pump’s  invelvement in any
environmental project, especially
one of this magnitude", says
Bill Thempson, president of
Thompson Pump & Manufac-
turing. "Our approach has always
peen to do much more than
provide the physical product
to a project, so working cosely
with the engineers and con-
tractors on  the Ewerglades
Restoration has given us special
satisfaction,”

The result of the original Central
ared Southern Florida project to
provide flood protection to South
Florida in 1948  resulted in
approximately 70% less water
flowing throwgh this struggling
ecosystem. The water quality
soverely deteriorated, adversely
affecting the plant and animal
life that depends on the
Everglades. Mearly 70 Evarglades
wpecies that once thrived in this
region are currently on the
endangered species list, Water
shortages and water restrictions
are now a way of life in some
parts of South Florida. The
growing population s only
adding to the problem. The area‘s
& million residents are expected
to become & million by 2010 and
up to 15 million by 2050, Water
supply demands are expected to
grew from 4 billicn litres of water
per day to 7.5 billion by 2050,

While the Everglades will never
return to its previous size, the

Restoration Plan developed by
the US Army Corps of Engineers
{ACOE) lacksonville E|1gir||3ler
District and the South Florida
Water Management District
{SFWMD) is expectad to restore
and preserve South Florida's
natural ecosystem, while en-
hancing water supplies and
maintaining flood protection.
MNearly 250 miles of existing
levees and canals will be
removed within the Everglades
as part of the ECP in order to
cannect the natural areas and
allow the water ta flow moare
naturally and freely,
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